
Large and Destructive Conflaora-
O D

lion at Sfringfield.
APPALLING WORK OF AN INCENDIARY.

Manufactories, Stores, Shops
and. Dwellings in Flames.

FAMILIES HOUSELESS AND H0MEL&S.

Entire Business Portion of the City
Threatened with Destruction.

SCENES AND INCIDENTS.

Thirty-fire Buildings Burned, with the Loss
of Over Half a Million.

DETAILS OF LOSS AND INSURANCE.

Sl'RINOFlKLD. Mass., Muy 30, 1875.
Western Massachusetts is again afflicted anil sue

truly appears 10 verify the adage tnat mislortuue
never couies singly. Uolyoke la mourning over

the holocaust 01 Friday; Worcester hat Just been

suflering fr^m a very disastrous and deatructivo

lire: only a year ugo tuts month xtio terrlDie floods
m Williamsburg rendered hundreds homeless, and
now Springfield is called upon to mourn the woik
of ttie "Fue Fiend" who held supreme control hero

all sun Jay aiternoon aud destroyed a large number
of valuaule blocks In trie heart of the city, licked

up many tenements whoso occupants have not

lo-uight a place wherein to lay their heads, ex¬

cept such quarteiaaa are furnished them by Kind-
hearted neighbors aud the city ofllclala, who are

¦ow doing all in their power to alleviate the

sufferings of the houseless aud homeless ones,
many of whom have loat all thoy possessed In the

world, and are now wandering through the streets

where their houses were located oetnoaning their
loss.

THE SCB.N8 OS TDK 8THSKT3

is one which beggars description. They are

crowded not only with Springfield people, but
with those from other places, who came lu on

ipoctal trains irotn all parts of the state and
trom Connecticut. As uaual, there are those on

Ihe streets who are looking lor chances to steal
iha goods takon from houses bordering on tho
»urned district and which aie piled in adjoining
lots and yards. The police and a large number of
deputy sheriffs and members of the city military
eompan.es are guarding carefully all the streets
and avenues and doing everything possible to pre-
Teiit the fiends from pursuing their avocation. The
ttremen of this city and irom Hartford, Boiyoke,
Uhlcopoe Falls and Westtleid, who are here,
have been working lalthiuUy and are doing a truly
noble worn in fighting the flames. Ihe Chief
Engineer of the Springfield Department, Mr. I
Leahure, haa handled his men excellently through-
oat, and is deserving of much credit for his man*
agement In preventing tho spreading of the
flames, which at one time threatened to destroy
the wnole of the business portion of Vie city.
That It is saved Is a miracio and a fortunate dis¬

pensation of Providence, for which to night the

entire city Is thanking a merclftil God.
THE FIRE.

Soon alter two o'clock this nfternoon a flre
broke out In H. M. Conkey's planing mill, in the
old Wasou liuiiding. on Taylor street, where It is

said several men w ere at work, 'l he names spread
with llghtnlDg-ilke rapidity, and the first warning
the people lu the vicinity ha I of the conflagration
was the pouring out o( the flames irom every por¬
tion of tho building. The wind wan blowing a gale
Irom toe northeast, uud for live minutes the lire
iwcnt like a tornado to the southwest, devouring
everything before it. The flre thus obtained latal

headway belore the alarm wae struck, the

people in tho vicinity being too Intent

upon savtig their» property to pay any
attention to any other duty. Every one rushed,
terror stricken, from the sceue, with no thought
but for their own salvation. Women with chil¬
dren in their arms barely saved their lives by
rualilng into the street.

TI1R FIRE ROt.LED OJf

Uke a great flood, ana by the time the Flre Depart¬
ment nad arrived.and tney were very prompt.
a dozen buildings were burning. When the fire
reached Worthington street, Stearns Park offer-
Ing no material for it to feed upon, it seemed as

ihough, alter burning the homes at the sop to cor-

ner Of Worthingion street and west of the Park,
lh« progress of the lire might soon be stopped.
Ihe Waterspout steamer was oalled irom
the Armory and an alsrm sounded and
Ihere were qulckU brought together several
inndred men, who went to work to save prop¬
erty. Chief Engineer Leshnre was mounted and

teemed to be everywhere prosent at once, ny
order of tie Mayor Lieutenant colonel Utimore
ordered out the City and Peabody Guard, the

former company responding with astonishing
alacrity. Teiegrams sent te various elites, and
towns for etas mora and hoae brought assistance.

Hoiyowe and Chlcopee Falls sent speedy as*
ilstance. Telegraphlo communication with

Hertford was Interropted, and Engineer
Babcock carried the news to Uartford
by special engine. Superintendent Davidson at

ODce fitted out a special tram, which brought up
engines Sos. 3 and 6 and about filty firemen, mak¬

ing the run of twenty-six miles in twenty-elgit
minutes. Several

ixacRANd ms ajm> airo*T*iw
came up ou this train, aaa representstivea of
iom« of the Sew York papers were farly on hand.
Ibe steamer from Ctncopee was delayed in con¬

sequence of repairs wmon were progressing on

the down track, and ll was necessary to ascertain
from the city ii the other track could be used.
The following Is a lt«t of

TH* FHOFKRTY US.-TROTkD OK TAYLOR «T»k*T.
Ou.I key's planing mill.
Vmer k Leonard's furniture sho;\
llood s carriage Shop.

4 L. L. ». IH»' .tk"' building shop.
Uurnbam's picture lraune manutaotery, with one

Urge luuioer shed.

Roger* 4 Piper, house bold builders and pattern
makers.

Stebbins' brass foundry.
Wilkinson's block and carpenter shop, owned by

Joyce Bumham, all ou Taylor street.

ON WOBTlllKOTOS STRKBT.

Abbe's lumber and coal yard, office and tene-

mcut houso.

Three tenement houses on tho same aid* of the

¦tree t.

Next to these arc tbe offices of the SuncUiu Tele-

gram and At*to tnglanU Homestead, pubiiahod by
Mr. Henry M. Hurt.

Mr. Burt also owned tbe building, wblcli was

burned, ills loss is about 115,000 above insurance.

Scarcely unr of tbe material was saved in the

printing office. Mr. Hart was out of town at the

lime uud returned at a late hour to and the ac¬

cumulation of thirty years' work swept away.

Also two houses on the south side of the utreet.

The lusurance on K. B. Aube's two dwelling houses

on Wortbington street, which were ourned, was

$2,600. The lumber yard and buildings were not

Insured. Mr. Abbe's safe was got out or tbe ruins

and his booas were saved, but in a decidedly
damaged condition.
The flre extended from Hurlburt'a block to the

second story or Bill's block, but was quickly ex-

tingulsned.
LOSSES AND INSURANCE.

Tbe principal damage In Bui's block was by
water.
Chupin, Woster & co.'s loss in tbe block will be

about )4,ooo.
On Main street, corncr ol Bridge street, tbe two

story granite iront block or C. S. A J. L. Hurl-
burt was burned. Loss on the block $50,000; In¬

sured lor $35,000.
Dr. C. s. Ilurlburt escaped from the building by

Jumping from a two story window.

MeKnlght, Norton <t Hawley lOBt $120,000; In-
sured for $70,000. Tiiey have leased tbe vacant
store In the*lfnton office block.
Llvermore, swan & Co. lost $45,000; Insured for

about $30,000.
1L C. Gilbert lost heavily, ne has leased tbe

vactnt store on Madden's block.
Water street, irom Court street to Bridge, la

lined with piles of household goods, strewn in

almost Inextricable confusion.

ON BRIDGE STREET.

Curtis' block:, on Bridge street, la the rear of
Hurlourt's block, was saved almost by a miracle,
tne wind shitting trie dames away from It. The

occupants of thL block lost ueavily lu mrnlturo

by the indiscriminate eiTorts of volunteers.

On Vernon street W. D. Kinsman, No. 10, loses

$5,000.
llethol church (Second Advent) loses $3,000; in¬

surance, $5,700.
Moses Goidthwalte, loss on lions*, $15,000; In¬

surance, $2,000. A part of bis furniture was

saved; furniture not insured.
W. L. Sbepard, Ko. 08 Vernon street, loss

$10,000; insurance, $5,000. Nothing saved but
the silverware.
Estate of Joseph Shaw, No>. TO to 78 Vernoa

streef, Ipss $40,000; Insured for $80,000 la Oaptaia
Warnaer's Agency.
These tenements were occupied by J. R. ObUds,

Leoaara Bond, boarding bouse; J. H. Cook, and
Mrs. Brewer, boarding bouse.

E. H. Phelps' bouse was saved by a mighty
effort, and tnat saved the rest or Vernon street.

SOUTHERN LIMIT OF IHX FIRI.

The extreme southern limit of tbe fire was at

Flagg's barn, on the Southern Railroad, opposite
Trass's brlclt block, by the #rlter bans. There
were several horses and carriages In tbe barn,
which were saved.
A small house occupied by 3. F. Bennett, close

by this barn, wan also nearly destroyed.
n. L. Belden's house, No. 103 Water street, was

bnrned; Ions about $3,000.
One of tbe Western Union telegraph wires waa

torn down at this point by tbe falling of tbe

buildiug.
E. Hale's hous3, No. 100 Court street, caught

fire on tbe roor at one time and was barely saved

by the use of palls and wet carpet!".
A. J. l ease's barn on Court atreet was saved

only by great exertions, and Mills' coal shed, near

the corner of Court and Water streets, was at ono

time on tiro, as also Burnnam's carpcnter shop,
in tbo same vicinity.

BATTLING THE FLAXX3.

Westfleld steamer No. 1 assisted in holding the
corner of I'yncueon and Water streets, which
was tbe limit of the fire in that direction.

sprinjifleld No. 6, lrom Indian Orchard, came In
on a special train and worked at the same place.

TUE LOSSES AND INSURANCE.

The losses are estimated all the way from five

bundred tnousand to two million dollars, it la of
course impossible to give a :ali list of tbe insur¬

ance at this time, but tbe property was generally
fairly insured.
The S, rlnicfleld Fire and Marine bad policies

amounting to about $20,000, but part of these

were re-insured, eo that tbey will lose only about

$12,000.
'l no companies represented by Holmes * Qll-

more tigure up $80,000 in policies.
W. A. Fuller has $30,000.
Ladd Brothers have $88,000.
Judd A Gray bave about $35,000.
Among tne baraed buildings are nine residences

on Vernon street.

Two on Water street.

Ten on Wigbt avenue.

Two barns on Bridge street.

Wight avenue le absolutely gutted, and one can

stand on Water atreet and look turouga to Main

atreet, tbe scene being like that in aome parts of
Boston s old burned districts.
Governor Trask's bouse on Water street, nearly

opposite Wigbt avenue, was bsdly scorched.

Ttio scene on Court, Fyncbeon, Vernon, Water,
Bridge and Wi rthiogton streets beggars descrip¬
tion. Sidewalks, vacant lets and every available

epaee are crowded wltb trunks, furniture and

bedding.
Many thrilling incidents occurred, whion, If re¬

lated, wenid fill eolumus of the Herald.

THE FIRST WATER ON.

Hose Company No. l claims tbe credit ot getting
the first water on the fire at Its atart lu Wason's
old paint sho,', on Taylor atreet. They burst
fliteen lengths o. linen hose to start with, bn:
were or service tinougb the Ore and at its south¬

ern limit*. Hook and Ladder Company No. l was

at the corner of Water ana Court streets, and

steamer No. 2 was near by, on Pyncbeon atreet,
playing on to Vernon atreet.

EFFORTS AT tSCAPE.

Stephen Jobson, or No. 124 Wortnington atreet,
sprung oat of a winaow snu waa taken to tne

City Hospital wIM a iraotured akttil, and a fire*

man bad a lag smashed at No. 141 w or thing tci
street.

ANOTHER ACCOUNT.
Spbi.nupixld, Mats., May 30, 1875.

Between the boars of tnree and six o'clock tin#

aitcrnoon the most disastrous conflagration that

has ever visited Springfield has fouud time for

its terrible work. Tue ory condition or the build¬

ings, conspiring with a brisk northeast gale, were

the (actors oi destruction.
or.iuix of THE DISASTER.

The Are boke out in the nest of wooden build¬

ings on Taylor street, and tne sparks and brands,
borne by the brisk gale, almost simultaneously
started two other Arcs.one on Wight avenue aud
the other In Uurlbut's block, on Mam street.

Theso two secondary Urea soon equalled the flrst

in uiagnitudn and danger, ana the work of flziit-
ing the flames was at once trobled, and, becoming
too mnch for any one fire department. It became

necessary to call on Springfield's sister cities and
towns lor assistance, and they responded nobly.

COMIKQ TO TDK MSCl'K.

Three sto.tmers arrived in timo to be of the

greatest service. That tno conflagration ended

where it did instoad of sweeping clear through
was owlna to the airival of these engines to¬

gether with the simultaneous abatement or vlnd.

I1IZ DREADFUL CKMIS ABATED.

By hair-past five the ciiils was over. The Union
desires to express i's appreciation or the heroic
endeavors of the firemen which stayed the flames

at a moment when the destruction or the Union
office seemed Imminent.

SUSPICION OF INCENDIARISM.

The surprising rapidity with which the flro

spread, and the almost simultaneous outburst of

flames at throe different points, ni tural.y gave
rise to suspicion of incendiarism, which, ror a

while, gained general credence. At the time of

going to press, however, they remain unsubstan¬
tiated by reliable testimony, and U is to be hoped,
lor tho sake of human uature, that they may

prove without foundation.
TUK MORAL OK TDK FIRE

is the old one or the peril or allowing wooden

buildings and inflammable manufactories in the

heart or the city.
STILL CALCULATING THE LOSSES.

At this time It is impossible to make any relia¬

ble estimate as to tho amount or details of the

damage, but the opinions or those best qualified to

Jud?e range from $500,000 to $2,000,000. So far aa

we have been able to ascertain It seems^probaolo
that accoralng to the usual foresight of Spring*
field business men the losses are well Insured.

CONSOLATION.
It li worth remembering, bv way of consolation,

tbat a considerable proportion of the burned

bnlldings were wooden structures, whose removal
the future gaiety of tbe city necessitated. The

city is well rid or them and the aew

building ordinances will prevent the erection of
others of the same sort in their places.
Toe personal feeling npon the t roet is one of

the utmost tbankiulness that tbe conflagration,
which lor tbree hour* threatened to sweep tbe
business portion of tbe olty out of existence, was

stayed wnere it was.

The loss is lamentably large, especially In these
times of general business depression; bat It Is so

much (smaller than was threatened tnat the pre*
dominant feeling remains one of tbankiulness.
This is tut heaviest blow Bprlngfleid has ever

received, bnt sbe i* bound to "come up smiling."
THE TOTAL LOSS

at this bour is variously estimated at from

$1,000,000 to 11,500,000, on which tuero is an In-

surance of about $230,000. the Springfield Fire and

Marine coming in lor only $20,000.
OUIGIN OF THE FIRE.

The lire originated at about half-past two

o'cIock, In a nest of wooden bnlidiog* which were

lornierly occupied by the Wason Car Mauuiactnr-

lng company, whoso works are now at the village
of Brlghtwood, two miles from the city. It Is

thought that au incendiary did tbe job. as the

Are started in a pile ot shavings- in the rear

of the oid palut shop of the company, which was

occuplcd by 11. M. Conker A Co. as a planing mill,
where there had been no Are since Saturday
morning. Tula was on tho north side of Tayior
street and a high wind which was prevailing,
blowing in a southerly direction carried the dames

into
a nest or uttls builoinus

on tbe opposite side of the street. Ail tbls occu¬

pied but a moment, acd ' efore tbe alarm was

sounded, calling out the firemen, the flames

had made sucb headway tbat It was

almost lmpossiole to prevent their spread¬

ing. They got into the buildings in

the square, bounded by Taylor, Dwigbt and

Worthlngton streets, Wnlch were filled with

small manufacturing firms, a large coal yard and

several tenement houses, and lor a few moments

every one seemed to have gone crasy. The par¬
ties living in the tenements bad barely time to

escape with theif lives, and their household fur¬

niture, Ac., had to be abandoned to the mercy of

ttie,flames. Men, women and children rushed ter¬

ror-stricken from tbe blocks, thankful to escape
' with their lives from what seemed to be almost

lnovltabie destruction, in this square were located

the toilowing
MSNCFACTUKEM AND KKHCHANTS.

II. M. Con key A Co.'s planing mill.

U. J. Leonard, lurnlture snd spring beds.

F. J. Viner, cabinet maker, ail on tbe north side.
Wilkinson's Block, on the sonth side, suocumbtd

next, and on this side of the street tbe following
were burned out

K. mebbins' manufacturing oompaay, bras*

workers.
The Union Car Spring Company.
A. li. Burnham, picture frames.

Springfield Brass Foundry.
Merriam A Frost, leatuer dealers.

A. F. Bait, harness maser.

Joyce A tiurnham, lurnlture.

Ball's paper box factory.
E. w. dhatiuck, lumber dealer.

?ookes A Taylor's carriage shop, whtcb was sold

out on Saturday to Foulda A Miller, who were to

take possession on Monday.
J. i. Kane, sliver plater.
L. L. Pitts, stairmater.

O. Perkins, carriage trimming.

Isaac Oibbs, painter.
Seymour, box tactury, and some other parties

who used the old factories for storehouses.

The wason Car Company, which bad a large
stock of black waiant stored In one building and

owued all the buildings above mentioned, lost be¬

tween $00,000 and $75,000, on wbloh there was an

Insurance 01 nearly $lu,ooo.
After these were burned the flro took la the fol¬

lowing ouiidiugs

OK WORTH1NQTON STRICT.

A. 0. Aube's coal and wood yard and offices.
A large tenement building on trio corner occu¬

pied by lour tenants, and wnloh ira.i insured lor

123,000.
Another tenement, occupied by two families,

and nouses belonging to Mr. James Miller. Mrs.

Hltcbco«lc, two to William S. Alius, and another
to Mr. Good hue.

Then toe ilames struck the building of n. tf.

Curt, pu allsno r of the Sunday Telegram and

the Mew £nglaiul llo'ntaleuU, and occupied by
mm.

J. Webber, a Bah aud provision dealer.

J. A. Eldrldge, lurniture dealer.
Tne loss ou this block will not exceed $8,000.

Tho building Is entirely gutted, but the walls re¬

main standing.
Hurt's damage was mainly by water. This

bioclt was where the flro iu tuts section w as got
under contro'.

The ofllcos of the Sprin/fleld Dailj Union and

the Morgan Envelope and Paper Company, which

adjoined It, beiog saved through the determined
efforts or the Bremen. Iiut the wind hud carried
the burning brands ucro s Main street to the area

In the rear of Ilurli ult's fine block, situated on

the comer o( Mala and Bridge streets, and the

firemen were startled to seo this on fire Just as

they were geuing tho other under control.

Hardly had the are broken out core beioro

ANOTUS It FIBK

appeared on Cwignt avenue, some distance to

the southwest, in the midst or a number of tene-

ment nouses occupied mostly by Irish and Frenoh

families. Then help was asked for from other

cities, and soon extra trains were started, bring¬
ing engines irom liolyoSe (eight mites in elgat
minutes) and irorn Hartford (twenty-six miles in

tweaty-elght minutes). Engines also came rrom

chlcopee, Chicopee Falls and Westflold In good
time, and did splendid work in subduing the

flames and preventing their spread.
LOSSES AND INSURANCE.

The Ilurlburt block, on the corner of Main and

Bridge streets, was one of the flnest In tue city,
and the loss nere is $70,000, on winch there Is an

insurance o( $35,000.
The building was owned by C. S. & J. S. Hurl-

burt, and was occupied by McKnlgbt, Norton &

Hawley, the largest dry goods liouso in the city,
whose loss Is $100,oou; Insured for $70,000.
Llvermore, Swan & Co., dealers in crocitery and

gas fixtures; loss about $35,000.
Dr. C. S. Ilurlburt, dentist; loss $1,000.
S. C. Wurnner, insuranco agent, who lost every-

thing.'
John Colby, millinery.
Miss Cherver, dressmaking.
Mr. Miles, Dhjtograplier.
L>. E. Prlsbe, book publisher, who loses (4,COO,

and naa |2,soo Insurance in the Springneld Fire
and Marine Company.
After finishing Its wort here the fire destroyed

the building in the rear, known as the Dpson
House, where some thirty people boarded, the

only tn.ng saved being a single Brussels carpet,
and the loss being $4,000 to the proprietor.
While these two wore burning and the engines

were at work tryini to save adjacent property, to*

houses on Wwht avenue, bath sides of wbloh were

small irame
TKNEMKNT HOUSES

and occupied mainly by French and Irish families,
wore destroyed, though the inhabitants bad sum-
clent warning to move their household goods,
clothing, kc., and save them In a ma-

Jority of cases. These small booses were

about a half dozen in number, and were burned
so cleanly that not a timber remained, out every-
tL.au was reduced to ashes. From these houses
the flames communicated to those on Vernon
street, and destroyed the residences of Mr. W. D.
Kinsman and Moses Qoldthwalte; the former los¬

ing (5,000 and the latter $15,000, on wtilcu he bad

only $2,000 lusurance. The Second Advent Bethel
Churcn went next; with a loss to the society of

$81,000; this was Insure 1 for $4,000 lu the iEtna

Cumpany, of Hartford, and $l.*uO in

the North Uritlsn and Mercantile Company.
The next block, one of the finest tenements In

the city, was burned, and Here was where the

Are w. 8 got uuder control finally, nothing bat a

barn beintr barued on Water street.

The block ou Vernon street was owned by the

estate of Joseph Shaw and waa occupied by Mr.
\v. L. Mhepard, clerk at toe Massasoit House; J. It.
Chtlds; Mrs. Bond, who has two tenements used

as a boarding house; J. 1L Cook, and Mrs.

Brewer, a boarding house keeper.
Just as the fire alarm was sounded, a boarder la

her bouse, Mr. Milllkin, died, and the irlenda were

preparing the body for barial when they wero in-

tormed that their block was on Are. The body,
partially ready for the eoffln, waa taken from the

banding by irlenda and carried down Mam streot

half a mile to an undertaker's.
The offices of the Springfield Aqueduct Com-

pany, just In rear of Shaw's block, were also

burned to the ground and are a total loss. Tho
loss on Shaw's blook is $40,000, on whiob there is

$30,000 insurance la the Queen's of London, the
Mew Hampshire and the Watertowa.

A MARHOW ESCAi'S.

Dr. H. Hurlburt, one of the owners of Hurlburt't
Block, jumped from tne second stery of his build¬

ing lu order to save his life, and fortunately was

nnharmed.
AC01DKHTS.

Not so fortunate, however, was Stephen Jooeon,
who Jumped from the third story in Aobe's tene¬
ment block, in Wortningtoa street, and Hal bis

skull fractured aad a leg broken.

one of the Bremen of steamer No. 4 was pros¬
trated by the beat, and it ts foured that he oa&not

live.
Another man, who wu wandering around on

Wortolngton street, was run over by a team and
bad both of bis legs broken very badly.
Mr. Thomas Kinsman, of the firm of Kinsman

Brotners, who owned one of the nouses borned
on Vernon street, was so exeited over the fire
that he has become

HOFKLISSLY INSANB.

nis brother, vv. d. Kinsman, was similarly
affected, but under sslliul mealcsl care promises
speedy recovery and te regain Uis seaees.

AM ACT or BtROISM.

A Hartford girl, a clerk in one of the mil*
linery stores, wno roomod in a blook In a tone,
rneut close to tbs Ore, ana which
it was thought would be destroyed, while

others were moving iheir coods and

thlnklttii only of themselves, bethought tier of a

lady friend in the eame ulook who lay sick a be J,
ana almost insane with terror; she immediately
rushed into the strett, got a baot and brought tue

slok lady down into it, triving hat to «*/.

quarter* tiro mtlei away. Tm brave flrl
returned to cave, If poailble, aome of her own

goods, bat found that a fortunate change la

tne wind bad driven the flames in another direc¬

tion.

By order of tbe Mayor tbe City Guard, Captain
Hamilton, and tbe Peabody Guard, Captalu U ay,
were ordered out and did patrol auty in Itee'plng
tho crowds out of tbe streets where trie flren ana

flremeu were, and in preserving quiet. There
were a number or disturbances between them and
aotne 01 the citizens, but nothing serious further
than three or four Knock downs occurred.
Tbe total number of bulldinns destroyed la

thirty-live, and the loss will approximate $750,ooo,
ou which there la an lnsurauce ol abqut tsuo.oou.

THE LATEST.

St'Kimqfi bld, Mass., May 30.Midnight.
The Ore has been under control tor several hour*

auo the streets are now quiet. It is now Known
tnat the Are broke out In Vtner's wood-turning
¦hop, and Is supposed to have been the work ot an

Incendiary.

THE CITY or SPRING FIELD.

Springfield is situated on the leit bank of the
Connecticut Klver, in the midst of the boautliui
and lerttle territory of tbe Connecticut Valley,
with broad streets, well paved, lighted with pas,
and walks shaded bv elm and other hand¬
some trees, and having commerce brought to
it by rail and river. It lias fur years been
one or the most pleasant and flourishing
inland cities in the United states. It is the capi¬
tal of Hampden couuty, Massachusetts, distaut
irom New York 138 miles in a north-north-eastern
direction, and ninety-eight miles west by south
from Boston. A small stream, culletl Mill Kiver,
runs through the city, dra nlujr it and lurnislung
water power lor numerous factories. The west¬
ern portion 01 the city uearest the river is upon
a low level, but the eastern section Is upon an
elevated plain, which stretches tor miles. Its
principal streets are parallel to the river and are

broad, handsome thorough ares, which the cross
streets intersect ar a rmht angle. la what may
be accepted as tbo centre of the city is a parte,
flueijr adorned with trees, stirubooiy and flowers.
The buildings of Springfield are mainly constructed
of brick.

T1JK FBINC1PAL aT8UCTUBE3
ar- the city buildings which were but recently
crecteo, the Curt House oi Hampden county, a

masBlve structure l grauite, in the Italian siyie
of architecture, the Cbuioh ot the Unity, one oi
tbe finest edifices in Massachusetts, the City Free
Lmrary, the Catholic Cathedral ot St. Michael and
tbe United States government's Arm >rv and Ar¬
senal. There are twenty onurches in the city, oi
various denomina Ions, seven banks of deposit
having an ag^reirate capital oi aoout $.$,000,000, and
three savings banks. In 1872 the valuation 01 the
city was $30,000,000, and in that year the whole¬
sale merchants of Springfield did a trade of
$20,000,003, tbe greater part of which sum was
drawn irom tbe valley towns to which Springfield
is a source or supply. There are about 300 manu¬

facturing companies in Sprlngflold, whose em¬

ploys number about 4,uOQ men and 1,000 woman.
Tne Smith & Wesson Revolver Works are located
tliere and employ at,out 400 poisons. Tbe ma¬
chine shops of tlio govoruuiont works, in which
tlie heavier labor of gunmaking Is done, are sit¬
uated on tne banks of Mill River, about one mile
southeast of tbe Arsenal and Armory. Ttio latter
Institutions aie situated on an elevation
which is called Arsenal Hill, in a park
of seveuty-two acres. These buildings are in
the suape of a quaarabgle, and enclose
a space ot twenty acres laid out as a park, and
called Union square. Aoout ooo men are em¬

ployed in the Armory. The Arsenal is on tho west
tide of thu quadrangle. In this are stored ITS,000
stands 01 small arms, mailing in their ty na¬
me crical arrangement similar collections in the
European entrepots.

araisQFiELD was settled
in 1038 by a company under William Pynehon.
The place,was first called Aga wan., that bamg the
Indian name of the vicinity of tbe rettie-
ment. In 1639 U was called Springfield,
alter the birthplace of Magistrate Pyuchon
in England. I'yncbon was revered until 1060,
when be wrote sn anti-caivinistic work, wbich
was burned on Boston Common, and lor which be
was deposed irom his magistracy and lorced to
flee to Kngland to avoid persecution. In 1675 the
InJlans lormed a plan to massacre the people of
Springfield and utterly destroy the settlement.
The plot was discovered by a friendly
indi.in, tbe people ensconced themselves
in tbo garrison houses, but tbe savages
burned most of tbo dwellings of the vil¬
lage. In January, 1787, durum Snay's Rebellion,
about 1.200 rebels attacked the Arsenal at Spring¬
field for the purpose of procuring tbe arms. They
were repulsed oy tbe militia, however, and finally
dispersed by a lew cannon sbojs. Springfield waa

incorporated aa a town in 1040 and as a city in
1862. Until 1840 it comprised tbe present township
of Chiropee. in 18.u tbe town of Springfield had
a population 01 3,070; in 1S30, 8,784; in 1840. 10,068;
in I860, 11,TOO; in 1800 tbe city was inhabited by
15,199 souls, and at the present time by about
30,000.
The destructive fire wnicn occurred yesterday

waa east of tbe central part of the city, bat wholly
In the river plain whereon the principal btulness

places are situated aa also the homes of the work¬
ing classes.

ALMOST ANOTHER HOLYOKE DI3-
ASTER.

Tne congregation of tbe Roman Catholic Cbureh

of St. Leonard, of Port Maurice, on tbe Uushwlca

Meadows, Long Island, bad a very narrow e*oape
yesterday from tbe Bad and shocking fate tnat

recently overwhelmed the tittle band 01 French

Catholic* at nolyoke, Mass.

a solemn alga mass was being celebrated, and

the rite of confirmation was also to be adminis¬

tered to a large number of young persons of both

sexes, in order to give greater tmpresalveness to

the services a full military band and a com¬

pany ef militia were prekeat, as was also the So¬

dality attached to theCuurch. The Interior of rne

edifice was erowded to repletion, and the cere¬

monies were progressing id regular order, and

the congregation were deeply impressed ny the
solemnity ot tbe occasion, when suddenly, as the

military were firing a fm dti )oie outside the
building, an alarm of fire was raised. The cele¬

brant, Rev. Father Miller, In turning aronnd to¬

ward the altar, accidentally knocked over

a lighted candle, and the flame Instan¬

taneously cauiht tie light and leflamriiabie
trimmings ot tue wooden framswork, waich, In

another moment, was in a brisbt blaxe. Before

any panic couid ensue among tbe people, FVhrr
haber. the pastor ot the church, with marked and

unwonted presence or mind ordered aii of the win¬

dows and doors to be Immediately closed, in order

to prevent a draught. Ue then quietly turned to tne

blazing altar, and with tbe assistance of Fatner
Miner and others speedily extinguished the flames,

?ery little damage wae done by the fire, but. bad

the pastor been less prompt in his m vemonts

and orders to hie congregation, a more deplorable
accident than that 01 Uolyok* might nave oc¬

curred.

FIRE IN CINCINNATI.
CINCINNATI, May to, 1I7S.

A fire 'his morning destroyed the three story
oriek sash and door lactory of the ureeuiee* and
Ransom company, corner of Uayuulier ana Poplar
streets, and damaged more or less aoout a dosea
-ojaoent dwellings. The tetai lu*e is estimated at

$7S,ooo; iasurtnce $25,000, chiefly In Ion* co*
panics.

FERE IN PORTLAND, ME.

l'ORTLAND, May 30, 1873.
The corn packing faotory o' J. W. Jones ¦

Prides Bridge, ne.tr this city, was destroyed bj
li e this morning, together with dusktnsr s&op«,
an ice house, gluutftite*' house and grocery store

Loss, $lu,coo; partially injured.

UUKNEI> TO DEATH.

ToKuSTo, OnU, May iO, 1875.
A fire tills morning on Yonffe street destroyed

Hammond's hat store. Mr. and Mrs. Nas i, living
over tue store, were barned to death.

A CONFLAGRATION THREATENED.

Yesterday altera on some miscreant set Are 14
oue oi a iar«o number oi oil barrels lyiny in a yard
adjoluing the immense tobacco f.ictory of the
Messrs. Lorlll.ird In Bay street, Jersey city. Thl
flames spread rapidly and created n hntre voium*
of smoke. Assistance was promptly rendered, and
nie dames were couuued to lite barrels, wnicl
were all consumed. As mo iucioiy is the mosi
exien-dve build ui: in the enure State. cuverin*
ucai iv largo block, a tiro in any part of the bund«
:ncr would have tnreaieued that wnoie seotion ul
the city.

FIRE ON STATEN ISLAND.

Early yesterday morning a Are broke oat in the
cellar of a two story iratne lions.) on the corner et
Caber avenue and the Hlcumond mrnpike, Staple-
lon, owned by James Sullivan, and occupied by
Belcher lliiaebranat as a drinking and lager oeei
Baloou. The loss on the butldmir. whlcn wo*
totally destroyed, is $2,i00; fully Insured in tna
.tttua. luiueoriindt's ios< on stock is $750; ln-
sured in tnc Hoffman Companr lor $i5u. The tiro
communicated to the aojoi iidk two story iratuo
bulicuog, also owned by auillvan, wno occupied
tlie Hist iloor. Mhiie the secoud tloor was o©»
copied by . Johu Dupou. Loss on that
builoiiiir. $2,000; uuuur-inod to be insured
in the tna. The destruction of botu bniidlnrt
was complete, tunu^h iiw-i of the lurolture wa4
mvou in « damaged condition. Sullivan's ftiinU
tun* was Insured icr $-;oo, also in the -fctna, and
Dupon's fiiraiture in tne Resolute. UUdebraUdt
is uow uud>T lmli 'tmont for arson, Charged wirta
setting tire to another saloon of whicu he waff
proprietor two monies ago.

NEW YORK CITY.

The body or a male intent wan found floating la
the North lliver, near pier 62, vesterday moruiug,
by the police 01 me Ninth product.
An inquest on tlia body of lllchard Brown, win

was run down oil'tiic bu'terv by tlio steamer Syra*
CUM, n.is been postponed until next ihursday.
During an allcrcutiou yesterday afternoon ba-

tween Charles Uli/gius, of No. 628 West Fotry»
lourth street, and Neil Dcneny, of No. 200 East
Foitv-fllth street, the former received n daugeroui
s ab in the neck, oeneiiy was arrested.
Stewart Fisher, of No. 193 Mott street, reported

at ttie Coroner's oitlce yesterday morulas tliat he
had found Ins cuiui, aged three inonttie, dead la
bed. lie was or ttie opinion tliat the utile one had
been suflocaied by us motuer, who was grosaij
lmoxicalcd. An inquest will be held.
At tue annual meeting of the Philharmonic So

clety the loliowlng oillctrs wote eleoted for th«
ensuing year:.E. 11. Scliermerhorn, President}
a. Reltf, Jr.. Vice President; L>. Schaad, Secro*
tary; Pa. Wuither. Treasurer; Curl Hergmana,
Counuctor; A. Soiist, L. Meyer, Tn. J.tcouy. 3.
Johnson, F. Her wig, A. Bcrustela, Directors, and
E. Lung, Librarian.

BROOKLYN.

At half-past two yesterday morning Cacpef
Meyer and Francis Harnett broke into the candy
stand oi Adam Kettzer, on Johnson avenue, nea»
toe toligate, and stole >10 wortn of U"uit and
candles. Tuey were botu arrested by Officer Her-
scoail.
Last week a committee of the Kenlan Brother*

hood secured Myrtie Arena* Fare for a nail
meeting to take placo yesterday aiternoon, and
yesterday every arrangement was made. Flag*
wero flying uot only at the pars but at some o<
the rendezvous of the order, but beyond a iarg<
crowd drawn i-y tho annonncement of me mee»
lng uo prumineat man oi tne Order pdt la aa aft
pearance

LONG ISLAND.

Asparagus Is no» coming forward la lanrf
quantities from the north side of the Island, «<
the special nf/ht train on the I.oog Island Raih
road is found to be ol great advantage to growcra.
Forty tons were shipped in one day irom Locus!
Valley last week.
The Suffolk County Sum!ay school Teacher*' ami

¦octation will hold Its annual session at Krvefl
head, commencing to-morrow and continuing
three data. The queens county association will
meet at Hunter's Joint on Wednesday afternoon
and evening, June 1U.
The indications are that the nnmDer or rest*

dents and visitors to Sea Cliff this season will r>d
greater than In any previous year. A large num.
uer ol cottages and other buildings have bcea
erected during the past wluier, but the demand
already exceeds tue supply.
Two petitions are in circulation at Huntington,

addressed to the Coaimisaioters of Excise. Th*
male citizens are naaiug that the number of
license.1 place* be limited to three, including the
iwo hotels, and that tne license fnes be increased;
but the Women aaic that, no licenses whatever t>*
gr.iuted. Botn petitions are being cxteusivelj
signed.
Tne May Anniversary of the South Sid* Sundaj

School I'uton, which comprises the schools ol
Rockvtlle Centre, Freeport, Woodsburg. Eaal
Rockaway, I'earsail's. Ac., win be observed to-.iar.
Mr. L. I). Minolta is to be Grand Marshal, and it
Is expected tnat there will be aboat ouu thousand
children lu the procession, watcn win commence
Its march at tnree o'ci ck A. M., alter appropri¬
ate exercises In the churches.
The Executive Commute* oa the dlvuioa of

Queens county, appointed at the meeting held oa
tneJ7ih oi Apra lait, met at Mineola, on aatur*

day. It waa decided to appoint a canvasser la
each school district of the town* of Hempstead,
North Hempstead and o.yater way, wnose duty it
shall oe to visit each taxpayer and voter and
ascertain his views regarding the nroposed divt.
slou. U.ank lorms are to be tnrrnshed to the**
caavassern for recording, and the returns aie to
i>e nundco iu to tne Executive committee by the
'juth oi Ausrust, accompanied by tie affidavits ol
the eauv.m-.ere lu verilication. oe commlueg
lavor a line of division commeucing at the nead o(
Little Neck Hay, in the town of Flushing, and run-
ning due soutu to tne East Kockawav inlet, in tnf
town oi llemnstead, although this may be vari»4
on mere iuli deliberation, and upon ascertaining
the views an<) desires ol toe taxpayer* and voter!
adjacent to the proposed line.

NEW JERSEY.

Th* funeral of ex-Postmaeter Darias w*na, *|
Paterson, yesterday afternoon, wai one of tn«
largest ever wnnoa<ed in that city.
The stables attache! to Ktersted'* Hot*!, la Pa»»

saic, were destroyed by Are about two o'clock yw»
terday morning. A hors* Was destroyed, to.
gether with some grain and leed. Iha icsa id
about #1.000.

THE PLYMOUTH HOCK.

On last Saturday afternoon, oa Invitation of
Mess ¦*. Jarratt A Paltner, a select company oi
gentlemen, to the number of 260, *mbark*d oa
board of the steamer Plymouth Rook, once safety
through Hell O.ite, the excurslouinte, aftar uavmf
partaken of a*ood supper, repaired to tn* cabin,
wn.-ie the Manhattan quartet, under th* dlreotloa
oi comm.more looker, rurnisued tn* evening'!
entertainment by sinuing some very One aoiof
aud ttuanet medley a. Ab >ut nioingit a wind
a'lti raiu storm arose, whioit con tiue i until aa
hour ai ei tne arrival of tne steamer off B oc<
island, wmcn | olut was reached about six A. U
On airivei those on buard, ue.aed by Messrs.*
Palmer an i Jarre't. at once ooaaii u«oing.
Tnls *p<<rt wasluduiged in with considerable sua*
cess uuitl hs.t-^jst ten A. AI., wneti >h» stcamei
was Beaded or New ^or<. Tue rain, wuicii «omo
wiiat .i*:u, ened the enthusiasm oi the nsti-rtu n
lu the early i art ul ttie uiormuft, had, by mis tttuo,
cea-eu and tue luu *Qou- :o¦ til, enuveuirig ,-very-
thing iind everyu.idy. i he cean was quite ua. in,
so that nooue onboard i*ii a vict ui o mul
mer. lne homeward tr p, owing to tne refreeh*
ing l>rceze whlcn prevalie-' ail iuu w*v dowu tue
Sound. W4s. perhaps, even inore enjuyabie thai
the ouiwaM pusaaue. A a,.eniUK macs
was arr.<n*ed amoag the p.sseuaers t>j
Mr. ['aim r, iu order to create a lime ai.lu-emeoi
ano the musicutis and vocalist* wete kept misi.j
on-' ine i. Alter a .oyaxa ii tweutv t ur noura ®
pleasure, uumarred oy a sii.gio accident, the ex
cur^ioniats urrlveo in this city at hai -pnst ei«a<
o'clock lasr evening. Me*sr«. Jarrett A Paiuiei
propose giviug a daily I'hmouth lioek excuraiai
uuiii th? ut oi next September. neanihin< to*ua>
wi'it an exctu-loti to loba u,»u.i. ieavia< tne root
ol Murrav atreet at riul *pa*t one o'clock. A fail
lilacs uJ en nig dsuu aoeomi>atiiaa :a« areaeMr sa

i *aaa etuaraiwo.


